6101 Key Assignment  2012
Professor Kerrie Bellisario
Utilizing the arts investigate a topic or community that is significant to you and/or your educational setting. Document and contextualize your investigation in an 8 page paper that integrates multiple and contrasting perspectives on the topic. The paper should include a rationale for the topic, its cultural, historical, and economic context, connections to your educational environment,  use of the arts in developing community connections, and the personal insights gleaned from the investigative process, specifically the effect this investigation has had on your initial assumptions and attitudes toward the subject and your position as a culturally responsive educator.
Community Arts and Culture Case Study
For your key assignment, you will be conducting a community case study that examines a segment of a community (a geographical or a sub-section of the population which could be in your backyard, a neighboring place, or even your school).
In your investigation, you will identify:
1) Describe the community you are studying. Share demographics about the place and population. What are the key issues that have led you to identify this population? What are the issues that surround this place or population. Clearly identify and research the background issues.
2) What are the key assets of this community? What strengths do you find in your analysis of the place or population? Include the arts that are present.
3) What are the challenges that this population faces? Identify areas where there needs to be improvement. Are there any looming threats that could adversely impact this community? What are they?
4) What are the opportunities that exist for building on the successes and improving the challenges for this place or population?
5) Propose a project, activity or initiative that utilizes the arts that you might undertake, either as a community member or with your students. 
6) Include a final reflection about how your research will guide you in your journey as a culturally responsive educator?
To conduct your research:
1) Research the background issues that set the stage for the population or place you are studying. Include demographic, statistical, scholarly research. 
2) You must include excerpts and paraphrasing from the two oral history interviews you will conduct. You can use this data in any part of your investigation.
3) You must include photo documentation of the place, people, issues you are investigating.
4) Your material must be assimilated into an 8 page narrative that addresses the bullets above in any order that makes sense to you. Your photos may be embedded in your document or accompany it as a PowerPoint or I-Movie, etc.
You must include diverse and multiple perspectives in your case study. You must include discussion about culturally responsive pedagogy in your final narrative. 
Your project will be completed in stages, Follow the outline below to get started:
Abstract 
Due Week 5 
Develop three research questions that will guide your research.  What community are you studying? Why did you choose this community? What do you expect to learn from your investigation? How will you go about the investigation?  Draft a paragraph that summarizes the above. Please note that once you start investigating your focus may change and that is fine!
Oral History Interviews
Due Week 5
Conduct at least two interviews of people who represent diverse perspectives in the community or population you are studying. Using interview questions that you have prepared, record notes and exact quotes of some of the highlights of the interview. You will use this material in your final narrative. Hand in your interview protocol (questions you asked) and a short summary of who you interviewed and what you learned including sample quotes.
Photo Narratives
Due Week 6
Through photography, document the people and places you are studying. Include multiple perspectives when possible. Choose at least five photos that you will use in your final narrative to accompany your investigation. Include captions for each photo.
Final Narrative
Due Week 7
Draft a narrative that follows the guidelines above and incorporates your scholarly, demographic and statistical research; your oral history interviews; and photographs. 
Group Conference
Week 8
In this final week we will use Blackboard Collaborate to hold a group conference to share the highlights of our research with each other.
